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Special Instructions for the
Braille Edition of the
MCAP
Grade 5 Science
Practice Test 

General Comments:

1. Braille pages are numbered sequentially in the lower right-hand corner. The corresponding print page numbers are in the upper right-hand corner.

2. A Special Symbols page is included to identify various symbols which may not be commonly known to the reader. A Transcriber's Notes page is included within both volumes to explain special format and layout of information.

3. Mathematical content is transcribed according to The Nemeth Braille Code for Mathematics and Science Notation, 2022.

4. When a key to a graphic does not fit on the same page as the graphic, the key will be on the page that faces the graphic. 

5. Running head is “MCAP Science 5.”

6. Items including tactile graphics include “(TG)” at the end of the comment.

7. A period follows each answer choice letter.

8. Source and/or copyright information is presented at the end of the passage as instructed by MSDE.

9. Descriptions are included for tables and figures throughout this test.

10. Blank lines provided in print for student to write their Constructed Response answers are omitted in braille.

11. This test is divided into two volumes. Volume 1 contains Sections 1 & 2, and Volume 2 contains Sections 3 & 4.


Volume 1
Specific Comments: Section 1
Page 2-3	Directions modified to read: 

Section 1

Directions for Test-Taker and Recorder:

Today, you will take Section 1 of the MISA test.

Read each question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question and, if approved for a recorder, indicate your answer to the person who will record it on an answer document. Otherwise, write your answer as directed by your test administrator. If you need to change an answer, be sure to erase it completely, cross it out, or start a new line.

Some of the questions will ask you to compose a response. Your response must be written as directed by your test administrator.

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this Section ONLY. Do not go to any other Section of the test.

If you are using the braille edition along with another edition of the test, you may notice some slight differences in the wording of some content. Differences in wording between these editions are the result of adaptations made for the various test formats.

Literary text is produced using Unified English Braille (UEB).

Page 4	The School Garden (TG)
Page 5	Energy Flow in a Garden Ecosystem (TG)
Page 6-7	How to Regrow Lettuce (TG)
Page 12	Toy car (TG)

Volume 1
Specific Comments: Section 2
Page 19	Directions modified to read:

Section 2

Directions for Test-Taker and Recorder:

Today, you will take Section 2 of the MISA test.

Read each question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question and, if approved for a recorder, indicate your answer to the person who will record it on an answer document. Otherwise, write your answer as directed by your test administrator. If you need to change an answer, be sure to erase it completely, cross it out, or start a new line.

Some of the questions will ask you to compose a response. Your response must be written as directed by your test administrator.

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this Section ONLY. Do not go to any other Section of the test.

Page 19	A transcriber's note is included: Key (modified):
Key:
Percentage of salt in water
0-0.75
0.76-1.80
1.81-2.70
Rivers
pa Patapsco River
po Potomac River
px Patuxent River
ra Rappahannock River
su Susquehanna River
wr Wicomico River
Map (TG)
Page 21, #1	Circle graph (TG)
Page 24, #5			         Bar Graph (TG)
Page 25-26, #6		         Circle graph (TG)
Page 29			         Magnets (TG)
Page 30			         Investigation 2 (TG)
Page 32			         Investigation 3 (TG)
Page 34, #9			         Simplified shape of toy van (TG)

Volume 2
Specific Comments: Section 3
Page 38-39	Directions modified to read:

Section 3

Directions for Test-Taker and Recorder:

Today, you will take Section 3 of the MISA test.

Read each question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question and, if approved for a recorder, indicate your answer to the person who will record it on an answer document. Otherwise, write your answer as directed by your test administrator. If you need to change an answer, be sure to erase it completely, cross it out, or start a new line.

Some of the questions will ask you to compose a response. Your response must be written as directed by your test administrator.

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this Section ONLY. Do not go to any other Section of the test.

Page 41	Bar Graph (TG)
A transcriber’s note is inserted after description: In labels for years, a four-digit number is used for the first year in a century. Any additional years are abbreviated to the last two digits.
Page 45-46	Beekeeper's Model (TG)
Page 47	A transcriber's note is inserted before the table: Print format is changed. Row headings are blocked in cell 5; column headings begin in cell 1. All headings are repeated for clarity. 

Specific Comments: Section 4
Page 53	Directions modified to read:

Section 4

Directions for Test-Taker and Recorder:

Today, you will take Section 4 of the MISA test.

Read each question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question and, if approved for a recorder, indicate your answer to the person who will record it on an answer document. Otherwise, write your answer as directed by your test administrator. If you need to change an answer, be sure to erase it completely, cross it out, or start a new line.

Some of the questions will ask you to compose a response. Your response must be written as directed by your test administrator.

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you finish
early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this Section 
ONLY. Do not go to any other Section of the test.

Page 54	Key: 
	yf Young frogs with four legs and no tails are found outside of the pond
	Key: 
	cl Caterpillars have attached to leaves and are hanging upside down
	nb New adult butterfly breaks out of the chrysalis and flies away
Page 55	Key: 
	rg Found a seed on top of the soil that was split open with a small root growing
Page 56	Backyard Energy Transfers (TG)
Page 57, #2	Sunflower Life Cycle (TG)
Page 61	A transcriber's note is inserted before the table: Print format is changed. Row headings are blocked in cell 5; column headings begin in cell 1. All headings are repeated for clarity. 
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