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Special Instructions for the
Braille Edition of the
MCAP
Grade 8 Science
Practice Test 

General Comments:

1. Braille pages are numbered sequentially in the lower right-hand corner. The corresponding print page numbers are in the upper right-hand corner.

2. A Special Symbols page is included to identify various symbols which may not be commonly known to the reader. A Transcriber's Notes page is included within both volumes to explain special format and layout of information.

3. Mathematical content is transcribed according to The Nemeth Braille Code for Mathematics and Science Notation, 2022.

4. When a key to a graphic does not fit on the same page as the graphic, the key will be on the page that faces the graphic.

5. Running head is “MCAP Science 8.”

6. Items including tactile graphics include “(TG)” at the end of the comment.

7. A period follows each answer choice letter.

8. Source and/or copyright information is presented at the end of the passage as instructed by MSDE.

9. Descriptions are included for tables and figures throughout this test.

10. Blank lines provided in print for student to write their Constructed Response answers are omitted in braille.  

11. This test is divided into two volumes. Volume 1 contains Sections 1 & 2, and Volume 2 contains Sections 3 & 4.


Volume 1
Specific Comments: Section 1
Page 3	Directions modified to read:

Section 1

Directions for Test-Taker and Recorder:

Today, you will take Section 1 of the MISA test.

Read each question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question and, if approved for a recorder, indicate your answer to the person who will record it on an answer document. Otherwise, write your answer as directed by your test administrator. If you need to change an answer, be sure to erase it completely, cross it out, or start a new line.

Some of the questions will ask you to compose a response. Your response must be written as directed by your test administrator.

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this Section ONLY. Do not go to any other Section of the test.

If you are using the braille edition along with another edition of the test, you may notice some slight differences in the wording of some content. Differences in wording between these editions are the result of adaptations made for the various test formats.

Literary text is produced using Unified English Braille (UEB).

Page 4	Turtle Grass Specialized Structures (TG)
Page 6	A key is inserted to identify row headings:
	dm Dry Mass (g/m2)
	bn Blade Length (cm)
	bw Blade Width (mm) 
Page 7	A transcriber's note is included:
	Print format is changed. Row headings are blocked in cell 5; column headings begin in cell 1. All headings are repeated for clarity. A colon separates headings from table entries. 
Page 9, #2	Male Turtle Grass plant (TG)
Page 13-14	Graph (TG)
Page 15	Graph (TG)
Page 16	Outcrop Characteristics (TG)




Volume 1
Specific Comments: Section 2
Page 22-23	Directions modified to read:

Section 2

Directions for Test-Taker and Recorder:

Today, you will take Section 2 of the MISA test.

Read each question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question and, if approved for a recorder, indicate your answer to the person who will record it on an answer document. Otherwise, write your answer as directed by your test administrator. If you need to change an answer, be sure to erase it completely, cross it out, or start a new line.

Some of the questions will ask you to compose a response. Your response must be written as directed by your test administrator.

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this Section ONLY. Do not go to any other Section of the test.

Page 24			           A transcriber's note inserted before the table:
Table changed as follows:
Criterion
Solar Generator
Gasoline Generator 
Page 25	Solar Generator (TG)
Page 26	Graph (TG)
Page 30	Coral Colony and Coral Polyp (TG)
Page 31	Map (TG)
	A key is inserted to identify:
	Coral reef locations
	Land
	Water
	Equator
Page 33	Punnett square (TG)
Page 34	A transcriber’s note is inserted before the table answer choices: Columns and rows for all four answer choices on pages a34-b34 are interchanged. 
Page 38	Punnett squares (TG)


Volume 2
Specific Comments: Section 3
Page 41	Directions modified to read:

Section 3

Directions for Test-Taker and Recorder:

Today, you will take Section 3 of the MISA test.

Read each question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question and, if approved for a recorder, indicate your answer to the person who will record it on an answer document. Otherwise, write your answer as directed by your test administrator. If you need to change an answer, be sure to erase it completely, cross it out, or start a new line.

Some of the questions will ask you to compose a response. Your response must be written as directed by your test administrator.

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this Section ONLY. Do not go to any other Section of the test.

Page 42	Moon phases model (TG)
	A transcriber’s note is inserted before the figure: The visible part of the moon is raised.
Page 43	Diagram of Seasons (TG)
	A transcriber’s note is inserted before the figure: The visible part of the Earth is raised.
Page 45	A transcriber's note inserted before the table: Print format is changed. Row headings are blocked in cell 5; column headings begin in cell 1. All headings are repeated for clarity. A colon separates headings from table entries.
Page 46, #1	Answer choices are models (TG)
Page 47, #2	Diagram of Solar Eclipse (TG)
	A key is inserted to identify:
	Land
	Water
	Shadow
	Equator
Page 51	Asteroid belt (TG)
	A key is inserted to identify:
	asteroids
Page 52	Asteroids (TG)
A transcriber’s note is inserted before the table: Print format is changed. Row headings are blocked in cell 5; column headings begin in cell 1. All headings are repeated for clarity. A colon separates headings from table entries. 
Page 55, #9	A key is inserted to answer choice A-D tables:
	wg Weakest Gravitational Attraction
	sg Strongest Gravitational Attraction 
Page 57, #11	Figure (TG)
Page 58, #12	A transcriber’s note is inserted before answer choices: Key:
	mk Mass (1024 kilograms)

Specific Comments: Section 4
Page 62	Directions modified to read:

Section 4

Directions for Test-Taker and Recorder:

Today, you will take Section 4 of the MISA test.

Read each question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question and, if approved for a recorder, indicate your answer to the person who will record it on an answer document. Otherwise, write your answer as directed by your test administrator. If you need to change an answer, be sure to erase it completely, cross it out, or start a new line.

Some of the questions will ask you to compose a response. Your response must be written as directed by your test administrator.

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this Section ONLY. Do not go to any other Section of the test.

Page 64	Chemical Reaction (TG)
	A transcriber’s note is inserted before the table: The figure is read across facing pages. 
	A key is inserted to identify:
	C Carbon
	O Oxygen
	H Hydrogen
	Na Sodium
	R, R group (other atoms not shown)
Page 69-70	Food web (TG)
Page 72	A transcriber’s note is inserted before the table: Print format is changed. Row headings are blocked in cell 5; column headings begin in cell 1. All headings are repeated for clarity. A colon separates headings from table entries. 
	A transcriber’s note is inserted before the table: Print format is changed. Row headings are blocked in cell 5; column headings begin in cell 1. All headings are repeated for clarity. A colon separates headings from table entries. 
	A transcriber’s note is inserted before the table: Print format is changed. Row headings are blocked in cell 5; column headings begin in cell 1. All headings are repeated for clarity. A colon separates headings from table entries. 
Page 75, #7	A transcriber’s note is inserted before the answer choices: Tables for all four answer choices are changed to a nested list. 
Page 78-79	Answer choices are graphs (TG)
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